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Distributor Acquires its First Store 
CLF Distribution, the Wiltshire based health food and pharmacy wholesaler has purchased its first health food store as part of ambitious development plans.
The company now owns Salisbury Health Foods, having purchased the store from Richard Mistlin.  CLF Managing Director, Robin Holiday, told HFB: “Our main driver and ultimate aim is  to better understand the retail market and the challenges that retailers face. Richard wanted to retire, I had been thinking about doing this for a while, which all meant that it made perfect sense to purchase the store.”

The shop will retain the existing name for the time being, but will eventually be re-branded as Well Natural Ltd and have  new Epos technology installed, by Emporio,  another arm of the CLF business.  “We will be using the store to showcase how we think a health food could be more efficient  - and as a flagship for the way that CLF works,” he said, adding that the acquisition is part of a wider plan.

“I don’t want to buy lot’s of shops, but would like to make an investment in stores, such as putting Epos and helping bring efficiency to the business and then looking at exiting at a time when the retailer can buy that investment out”, he said.  “The long term goal is to offer retailers who may be struggling, a franchise opportunity and I would really like to encourage stores to talk to me about it.  We have always wanted to be more than a supplier of products and this another step toward that goal.”
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About CLF Distribution
Founded in 1998, CLF Distribution is a leading UK wholesaler of premium products including: sports nutrition, organic and health food products, vitamin and mineral supplements. Offering a daily delivery service from its extensive warehousing facility in Downton , Wiltshire, the company  successfully provides continuity of supply across 9,500 products and 350 leading brands.   Customer service and retailer needs remain at the heart of the business; helping to ensure that CLF Distribution continue to meet the changing requirements of today’s retailer.
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